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Pesticides 

     Pesticides are chemicals or other sub-

stances that are intended to prevent or 

eliminate pests such as insects, mice, fungi, 

or other organisms that are undesirable.    

     Common household pesticides include 

tick and flea powder, bug spray, insect 

repellant, weed killer, household disinfect-

ants, moth balls and rat poison.  

       Although pesticides are used to com-

bat unwanted pests and other disease 

causing organisms, they also contain 

chemicals that can be just as harmful to 

humans and the surrounding environment.             

Many safe and organic pesticide alterna-

tives, such as talcum powder or cayenne 

pepper for ants, can be found in local gro-

cery stores or on the internet.  

Storage and Usage 
     It is always best to try to avoid using 

harmful pesticides.  If pesticide usage is a 

must, pesticides should always be stored  

in their original containers.  Labels pro-

vide vital instructions for storing and 

applying pesticides as well as health 

hazards of the product.   

      

When applying pesticides, always follow 

the proper instructions.  Proper cloth-

ing should be worn when applying.    

Avoid application of pesticides on windy 

or rainy days.    

 

Exposure 
     Exposure to pesticides can occur 

through the skin, eyes, inhalation, or 

accidental swallowing of pesticides.  

Some symptoms that may occur include 

burning of skin or eyes, swelling, chest 

pain, nausea or vomiting.  If you experi-

ence any of these symptoms while using 

pesticides stop immediately and seek 

medical attention.     

Basket Weaving 
     Basket weavers and other individu-

als who gather traditional materials 

should be cautious when gathering plant 

materials either for food or basket 

weaving.        

     Gathering areas may have been 

sprayed with harmful chemicals.  Weav-

ers can expose themselves to these 

chemicals when splitting materials with their 

teeth.  There have been instances where 

weavers unknowingly exposed themselves 

to harsh chemicals.  The effects of these 

chemicals caused damage to the gums.  In 

some cases, weavers lost the teeth they 

would split their materials with.   

     Traditional 

foods such as 

acorns or ber-

ries can contain 

residue from 

pesticides after 

being sprayed.  

  

Gathering Juncus 

Splitting Juncus 

Se’il - Juncus 


